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2ords of Xisdom from our Brand Knight

Becoming the Best

Cremona, Italy is located in the Tuscany region of Northern Italy and sits on the banks of
the Po River. Cremona is recognized at the premier location for making the best violins,
violas and cellos in the world. Wood for making these instruments is cut upstream and
floated down the river to Cremona where they are stored in the water. The tannins in the
waters of the Po River, absorbed by the wood, is what makes this wood so special in
making the best sounding stringed musical instruments.

The first workshop we come to is that of Andrea Amati. He is considered to have been the
patriarch of the first family to make stringed musical instruments in Cremona. The sign
on the front of his shop states: AMATI — The Finest String Musical Instruments in All of
Italy.

Further down the block is the shop of Giuseppe Guarneri. His family learned how to
make fine stringed instruments from the Amati family. Their sign in the front of their
shops states: GUERNERI — The Finest String Musical Instruments in the World.

Continuing down the block, proceeding to the corner, we come to the shop of Antonio
Stratevari. His family also learned their trade from the Amati family. Their sign in the
front of their shop states: STRATEVARI - The Finest String Musical Instruments on the
Block.

The point of this story is that we do not need to be compared to others to become the best;
rather by raising our own personal standards above others will certainly accomplish the
same. The difference has been on full display on an ongoing basis. 1 joined our Council
because of you, for your friendliness, your inclusiveness, and your dedication to these
ideals.

Vivat Jesus!

Chuck Donelson
Grand Knight



Knights of Columbus report rise in membership,
charitable donations at annual convention

Reproduced with permission Catholic News Agency

Read The Supreme Knights Full Report from this Link :

annual-report-of-the-supreme-knight.pdf (kofc.org)

Washington, D.C. Newsroom, Aug 7, 2024 / 17:38 pm

Despite a global rise in secularism, the Knights of Columbus reported a significant increase in mem-
bership and a record-high amount in charitable donations in 2023 at the group’s annual convention
in Quebec, Canada, this week.

Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly announced that the Knights’ membership rose to 2.1 million mem-
bers last year with 92,000 new people joining the fraternal organization — one of the best years for
growth in the last century. He also announced that Knights spent more than 47 million hours
“serving and sacrificing for the sake of others” and set a new record for charitable giving: $190 mil-
lion.

“Together, we build up families, parishes, and communities that are centered on Christ,” Kelly said
in his Aug. 6 speech. “There is no greater task. It requires sacrifice and sometimes even suffering,
but that’'s what it means to be a disciple.”

“That's what it means to be on mission,” he added, referencing the 2024 convention’s theme: “On
Mission.”

The membership growth and charitable work spanned several continents.

Kelly noted a rise in membership in the United States, Ukraine, the Philippines, Mexico, and France.
He also emphasized the rise in membership in South Korea — a country the Knights expanded to 10
years ago — and an increase in Cuba — a country in which the Knights and other Catholics faced
severe suppression beginning in the mid-1900s.


https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/events/supreme-convention/2024/annual-report-of-the-supreme-knight.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/events/supreme-convention/2024/index.html#
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/events/supreme-convention/2024/annual-report-of-the-supreme-knight.pdf

In the United States, Kelly said that half of the new members to join online were Hispanic, which is
continuing to become a larger share of the American Catholic population.

Kelly expressed hope that the Knights of Columbus will continue to grow and envisions “a day when
we will have 4 or 5 million.” He referenced a survey commissioned by the Knights of Columbus that
found 7 million Catholics said they would be interested in joining the Knights and that one of the top
reasons for not joining was that they had never been invited.

“Father [Michael] McGivney created the Knights to make that impact,” Kelly said. “And by inviting the
first Knights to join him in a great work, he created a culture of invitation that we must carry forward.
So today, | ask every Knight: Will you extend that invitation, that hand of brotherhood, to the next
generation?”

Some of the charitable work noted in Kelly’s speech included efforts to rebuild churches and sup-
port Catholic communities in countries where Catholics face persecution, including Iraq, Syria, and
Lebanon.

Kelly also announced two new initiatives in Africa: one in Nigeria and one in Benin.

Kelly announced a collaboration between the bishops’ conference in Nigeria and the Franciscan
University of Steubenville to establish a national catechetical institute to support “the ongoing for-
mation of priests and lay leaders.” He noted that more than 80% of Christians being killed for their
faith live in Nigeria.

In Benin, a small country that neighbors Nigeria to the West, Kelly announced support for Sisters of
the Company of the Savior to build a vocational training center for young girls “to discover their
God-given talents and develop socially and economically.” He noted that girls are often targeted
by terrorists and kidnapped in the country.

The Knights of Columbus Charity Convoys have also delivered more than 8.5 million pounds of re-
lief supplies to communities in Ukraine and the organization’s Mercy Centers and programs have
provided material and spiritual aid to more than 1.6 million refugees, according to Kelly. He said the
Ukraine Solidarity Fund has provided $17 million in humanitarian relief overall.

The Knights also awarded their “International Family of the Year” award to the Ampe family: The
husband, Joseph, and his wife, Tiffany, adopted two children with Down syndrome from Ukraine.

Other charitable efforts included support for people suffering in natural disasters, such as the vic-
tims of the 2023 wildfires in Hawaii. The Knights delivered supplies and helped rebuild the affected
communities, including a local Catholic school in Maui called Sacred Hearts. The Knights also pro-
vided financial support to 11 Catholic school teachers who continued to go to work despite losing
their homes in the fires.

In his speech, Kelly noted that the Knights accomplished this work despite the rise of secularism
seen in the United States, Canada, and throughout Europe, saying that “the days of easy faith are
over.” He urged his fellow Knights to follow in the footsteps of Blessed Michael J. McGivney, the
priest who founded the fraternal organization, and St. Francgois de Laval, who served as the first
bishop of Quebec.

“We must have the zeal of Bishop de Laval and Father McGivney,” Kelly said. “Like them, we must
build and we must start by building up a new generation of Catholic men — men formed in faith and
virtue; men prepared to be missionary disciples.”



Our Local Silver Rose stop with be on Aug 26th at :

San Ped o Cath 0 | | C Ch ru Ch Silver Rose - Life Programs | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)

14380 Tamiami Trl. North Port FL 34287

The Program will begin following the 8:30am Mass.

Contact SK Joe Frech for more details

Cell 703-505-3153  Email frech.j1959@gmail.com


https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/life/silver-rose.html
mailto:frech.j1959@gmail.com

Looking for a way to increase your
Impact on God’s Kingdom here in SW FL ???

We are looking for a Knight to take over our yearly drive.

Want to learn more ?? Click the link and start your journey !!!

The Columbus Charities Tootsie Roll Program is dedicated to providing
life-based health care, learning and quality of life opportunities for
children, teens, and adults with disabilities.

TootsieRolIManual.pdf (



https://kofc-wa.org/ccnet/documents/TootsieRollManual.pdf

Lecture’s Minute

The Farmer
&
His Corn

Darwin Reeck

For this month’s Good of the Order, I’d like to focus on the start of our Council’s
Year - with a new slate of officer’s and the work that our council is gearing up for to support our parish, our
Pastor, and our community. Let me start with a quick story.

The Farmer and His Corn

There was an old farmer who grew excellent corn. Every year he won the award for the best-grown corn at the
local fair.

One year a news reporter interviewed him and learned something interesting about how he grew it. The
reporter discovered that the farmer shared his seed corn with his neighbors, “How can you afford to share your
best seed corn with your neighbors when they are entering their corn in competition with yours every year?”
the reporter

asked.

“Why sir,” said the farmer, “Didn’t you know? The wind picks up the pollen from the ripening corn and swirls it
from field to field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn, cross-pollination will steadily degrade the quality of my
corn. If | am to grow good corn, | must help my neighbors grow good corn.”

So it is with our lives...

Those who want to live meaningfully and well, must help enrich the lives of others, for the value of life is
measured by the lives it touches. And those who choose to be happy must help others find happiness, for the
welfare of each is bound up with the welfare of all.

Call it the power of

collectivity... Call it a principle

of success...

Call it a law of life.

The fact is, none of us truly wins until we all win!!!

Our council’s work to support our parish, our Pastor, and community requires all of us Knights to pitch in as
“farmers” to sow and share good seed. The seeds being our strong Catholic faith and our strong beliefs that will
as- sist our Pastor in nurturing our parish and community. | ask all my brother Knights, on behalf of our Program
Direc- tor, to volunteer your time and talents to work on one (or many) of our various Council projects.
Together, we will all work as the “farmer” to sow good seeds within our parish and community!



$40.00

The Council is 67% paid for this
years. 1/3 togo !l

You can paid your dues by reaching
out to Brother Gerard Bernard at :
gabernard2000@yahoo.com or
Cell 561-308-3918

Financial Report—August 2024

Deacon Tom Status Report
Month Ending July 2024

uly 2024 Revenue Expense Margin

Other Donations 3,215 3,215
Sock Hop 712 175 537
Supplies 96 (96)
Grand Total 3,927 271 3,656

Council Status Report
Month Ending July 2024

uly 2024 RevenueExpense Margin

50-50 Gen Mtgs 75 75
Badges / Shirts 31 (31)
Dues 880 830
Golf Outing 300 (300)
Miscellaneous 64 (64)
Mtg Refreshments 161 (161)
Other Donations 0
Pancake Breakfast 466 552 (86)
Per Capita 256 (256)
Sock Hop 175 175
Supplies 0
Taxes [ Fees 61 (61)
Tillotson Hall 159 (159)
Improvements

Grand Total 1,596 1,584 12

OLMC Council #15821

Paul Grieco

Knight of the Month
August 2024

OLMC Council #15821

Family of the Month
August 2024

Joe Procopio & Angie Nuzzo



#1818 News

KofC Web Links :

When you see this HOT Links logo you can click and go right to the website.

s Knights of The Official Website of the
W7 Columbus’

Supreme Council Knights of Columbus | Catholic Fraternal Organization (kofc.org)

The Official Website of the

Coolest KofC Stuff Knights Gear

State of Florida KofC

Knights of Columbus Florida State Council (floridakofc.org)
Home Page



https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
https://knightsgear.com/
https://www.floridakofc.org/

Steve Sellner
Faith Director

Fellow Knights of Council 15821,
My name is Steve Sellner, and | am thrilled to share my plans for our Fraternity through the Faith
Program this year. Having been involved in many aspects of our council for years, | can confidently
say that nothing has excited me more than this opportunity.
Understanding My Role: As outlined in the Faith in Action publication, our mission is to strengthen
our men and their families in the faith. When we joined the Order, we were reminded to continually
form ourselves in the Catholic faith. This formation transcends mere facts or religious practices,
fostering an authentic connection with a loving God and His son, Jesus Christ. Our programs are
designed to draw us closer to God and the Church in a tangible and meaningful way, equipping us
for the spiritual battles we and our families face daily.
Programs in Focus: Supreme suggests several impactful programs, including:

« Assisting seminarians with tuition costs

o The Pilgrim Icon Program

« Maintaining the church kiosk

o The Rosary Program

« Creating opportunities for prayer and reflection

« Supporting parishioners with Sacramental Gifts
While we already participate in many of these programs, there are others | hope you will join me in
experiencing this coming year. Education and participation are key to growing in our faith. | am
working on ideas that will allow all of us to come together, enjoy ourselves, and deepen our faith.
This will enable us to better spread God’s word and help evangelize our families, parish, and
community.
Join Us: Look forward to hearing from me by email, and please consider coming out, not to work,
but to experience our faith and fellowship. If you have any comments or suggestions, please
contact me.
Together, let’s make this year a remarkable journey of faith and brotherhood.



4; Knightsof #15821 Data
\/ Columbus Verification Form

Knights First Name :

Knights Last Name :

Knights FL Address :

Town : ZIP :

Knights Home Phone :
Knights Cell Phone :

Knights Email :

Please Complete This form & returnitto:

Brother Nick Caringi at nfcaringi@yahoo.com or cell 941-416-3345

As a reminder we have had some issues bad data on some of our OLMC Council #15821 records
( same as Supreme ). We are attempting to correct all the information so we can stay in touch with you all.
With MOVES, NEW CELL PHONES, NEW EMAIL ADDESSES......

Fraternal Benefits Webinar Watch Party

You are invited to attend a Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits webinar watch party in the Chruch’s classroom,

Tuesday Sept 10th at 6:30 pm. Pizza & Refreshments Provided !!! This event is open to all of OLMC !!!

We would love to have you attend & learn more about your financial future security !!!

Please sign up today So,
we know how Pizza to
Order !
rwucki@comcast.net

Text 262-646-0855



mailto:nfcaringi@yahoo.com
mailto:rwucki@comcast.net

@ Knights of ot oct
. e
Y7/ Columbus® S ca\e“da‘

SEpt Sth Council #15821 Meeting Hall 7:00 pm
Gth First Friday Mass oLMc 8:00 am Mass
Tth & 8» Guadalupe Food Mission - Bag handouts  OLMC After Each Mass
MEW == e Benefits Watch Party / Pizza oLMC 700 pm
13th International Dinner Set up Hall g:30 am
14 International Dinner Support Hall 4:00 pm

14" &15™ Guadalupe Food Mission — Food Collection QLMC Before Each Mass

20th Pancake Brealkfast Setup Hall g3:30 am
22 Pancake Breakfast Hall 7:30 am - Noon
23 Dfficers Meeting Hall 700 pm
289 B5A 10 Commandment Hilke OLPH Al Drany
29" Fraternal Communion Bruch Waterford MNoon
D‘Gt 1 Hall Patio Pressure Wash Day Hall 9:00 am
3rd Council #15821 Meeting Hall 700 pm
dth First Friday Mass DLMC 2:00 am Mass
ath & g Guadalupe Food Mission — Bag handouts OLMC After Each Mass
120 Set Up for Carmel Fest Hall g:30 am
13 Carmel Fast Hall NI:rc:n—|

127 &13 Guadalupe Food Mission — Food Collection QLMC Before Each Mass
19 & 20 Keep Christ in Christmas Boxed Card Sale  OLMC Each Mass

254 Pancake Brealkfast Set Up Hall 8:30 am

26 & 27 Keep Christ in Christmas Boxed Card Sale COLMC Each Mass

27 Pancake Breakfast Hall 7:30 am — Noon
284 Officers Meeting Hall 700 pm






Please Print Me Out & Hand To A Friend !!!
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